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Abstract

Withpracticalexamples録omtheauthor，sconversationswithanintemational

studentbodytheaimofthispaperistoillustrateaqualitativeanalysISusedinthe

socialconstruCtion ofreality・ConstructionistsfoCusOnthemeaninghumans

createinour world；how we undbYTtandit．Sometimesitis ofinterest to

understandpeople，sworldandthemeanlngStheyputintoit・ConstruCtionists

havetotakewordsserjouslybecausewordscategorizetheconceptofmeanlng・

TheexamplesaimtoglVeadditionalunderstandingofthechallengesfacedby

studentsandteachersstudyingandworkinglnanethnicmix・Theanalysisdoes

not prove anything but merely problematises phenomenain multicultural

classroomsandshowstheneedforinductiveresearchstrategies．

ThechoiceofresearchstrategylSVeryperSOnal・AconstruCtivistapproachis

validaslongasthechosenmethod／Strategycanbeexplainedandjusti鮎d・
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l Introduction

Thisisthefourthandlastpaperinaseriesofpresentationsaimedatillustrating

howqualitativenlermeneutic／inductiveresearchstrategies／methodsrequlreClear

systematicapproachesandthereforecannotberegardedasadhocprocesses（a

commonargumentfromdeductiveresearchers）・Threeexamplesofpost－mOdem

thinkingarepresented；theaimistodemonstrateasocialconstructionresearch

strategy；aneXCeptionalaltemativeto血dthemeaning／consequence／impactof

whatpeoplesaybasedonexperiencesintheirrespeCtiveworlds・
FactandidentityconstruCtionisveryimportanttounderstandtheworldsof
others．Withthiscomestheskilltointerpretwordspeopleuseinanutterance・

hterpretation oftalkisfundamentalin order to get the true meanmg Of

6th Annual General Assembly 2005 
International Association of Maritime Universities (IAMU)



408MaritimeSecurityandMET

utterances・Wordsfunctionasbuilding－StOneSfbrthecategorizationofboththe

phenomenaandpeopleweencounter；thebasisforstereotyping．

2　1Iostmodernism

Potter［1，P・88］says that“・・・any．COntemPOrary discussion of・‥fact

COnStruCtionmustaddressthedebateslnPOStmOdemismM・Potteralsoargues，
“Anydefinitionofpostmodemismislikelytoprovokecontroversy…”，（ibid．）．

Inshort，thesigni鮎anceinpostmodemismisfocusedonhowthingstakeplace

insteadofwhatisperceived・PostTmOdemreSearCherstrytoenlightentheworld

OnWhatcouldbedescribedaswaysinwhichpeoplemakesenseoftheirsocial

WOrld（etlm0－methodology）・PostmodemismisinvoIvedinthewaydescriptions

andargumentsareproduced・Italsomeansthatanydescriptivelanguagecannot

beunderstoodbyonlyconsideringthewordsspoken，Potter【1］．“Youhaveto

understandtheunderlyingsystemthatgivesthewordstheirfu11senseandthis

SyStemisonlyrealizedthroughthewholesetofpossibleutterances…叩，Potter

ll，p・70］・Theunderlyingwordindicatesthattherehasbeenanticipationbefore

Wetalkaboutit・Thismakesthepost－mOdemSOCietyaworldwithoutoriglnals・

Peoplearedi脆rentinexperiencesandperception・Fascinatingly，itisthrough
externalsourCeS that most humans build an oplnlOn Oftheir world；less of

experienclng・WhenanalyslngteXt，Onehastotakethisintoconsideration．Our
WOrldis complex and sometimes also confuSing・The worldis mysterious．

Therefbrewehavetoaskinordertowidenourknowledge・

Ithasbecomelegitimatetoexpressoneselfopenly．Inaderegulatedsociety，

inastateofdecomposition，nOn－authoritarianstudentscriticalb）1istentotheir

teachers・Thisbehaviourisencouragedinapost－mOdem（western）worldand

leads to selfrassurance，Predominantlyin European　and North American

COuntries．Formany，thisbehaviourCanleadtoconflictsbetweenthe斤eeand

rulesi・e・CauSeCOnfusioninamulticulturalclassroom．METinStitutions，aSan

example，havetobeproactiveandgoodresearchisthisvital．

3　Socialconstruction

SocialconstruCtivistsaimto伽doutthemeanlngOfwhathumanscreateinthis

WOrld・This we normally do by categorlZlng What we see，hear，read and

experience・Losekel2］recordsthatourmadecategoriesareimportantbecause

theyinfluenceourbehaviourasrenectedintalkandgestures．ThemOreOur

CategOrizations do not represent truth the more distud，edwillbe our pre－

assumPtions ofothers（stereotyping）．This can easily resultininteraction－

problems・Losekel2，P．19］Summarizesthisby sayingthatresearchinterest

Shouldbeto＝　㍑…eXaminehowhumanscreatethemeanlngOfsocialproblems；

OnWhatwethinkabouttheworld，OnW妙wethinkthatway，OnWhath‘堺7enS
becausewethinkthewaywedo”．

Thecategorizationofpeopleisnecessary・IfwedonotdoitH”．WeWOuldbe

immobilized”，Losekel2，P・129］・“Itisthroughcategorizationthatthespecinc

SenSeOfsomethingisconstituted”，Potterl1，p．177］．Wecanonlyunderstand

Whatwehaveconstructedourselves・Ifthisiscorrectonecanspeculateifitisthe
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wordsIreadorifitisI，aSareader，Whichcontributestomyunderstandingofa

text．Areasonfbracategorizationofothersisalsotogiveanidentitytotheego・

Whenapersonsaysthatapictureisbeautifulotherswillautomaticallybeableto
CategOrizethatperson．Toevaluatethetruth，Withthehelpofcategorization，is

problematic bearing　in　mind that some statements（“claims”to use a

denominationbyLoseke）aremOretruthfulthanothers・

Thepersonthatwe converse with apparently hasanidentityorperhaps

severalidentitiesandduringtheconversationtheseidentitiescanChangeand

newonesadded．Whatroledoestheintervieweetakeduringtheconversation
andwhyisthisroleexpressedasitis？WhoamI？Inthepastthisquestionwas

notabigissuebecausepeoplehadagenuinesenseofselflButintoday，spost－
modem era many PeOple have difBcultiesinidentifying themselves・The

identincationprocesscomprlSeSWOrkofconstructionbyeachindividual・Loseke
l2，P．132］states，“…0urreaCtionto otherpeopleareinfluencedbyhowwe

categorizethem”n・Basedonhowwehavecategorized apersonwetreat

hernlimaccordinglyand打omthistreatmentthatpersonbuildsupanownSenSe

ofselfThebuilding－PrOCeSSbecomeseasierifthepersonbelongstoanidentity

group；thisrathercommon．Personsliketoidentifythemselveswithotherswho

arealikeinagroup；thisgivescon且denceandassuranceofthesustainabilityof

thecreatedimageofownself二

Oneeducationalaimistogivethestudentsachancetochangeidentityand

findonesbettersel£Workandthewo正environmentnormallyalsotriggera

change Ofidentity．The modem human being can chooseidenti鮎ation by

numerouscollectiveidentitiesalreadyestablishedintheworld・TobeHasslgned卵

aculturalgroupisalsoanidentitymanifbstation・Tochangeculturetherefore

impliesachangeinsocialvalues・Whenthegroup，forsomereason，hasbeen
discreditedandthediscemmentiscorrecttothemember’Sviewitresultsinthe

memberrefuSinginteraction（i．e．totalk）Withthegroupbecauseinteractionisan
admittanCeOfbelonging．Thereasonbeingthatidentityandidentitychanges，
wherevertheytakeplace，arefundamentallyaccomplishedthroughtalk・

4　Analysesoftranscriptions

Thefollowingfourextractsaretaken舟omrelaxedconversationswith：1）a
飴male civil servant危・Om SEAsia and2）a native English－SPeaking male

seafarer．BothstudentshavegraduatedwithanMScinMaritimeAf払irsatthe

World Maritime University（WMU）inMalm6，Sweden，The analysesare

focusslngOnthephenomenathatcontributetodiffbrentinterpretationsofthe

meanlngOfwhatisbeingsaid．

4．1TranscribiJlg

TranSCriptionisconsideredaspartOftheanalysis・ltistediouswork；1istenlng

andlistenlngagaintotheconversationsinordertogetthetransferfromspoken

towrittenwordsascorrectlyaspossible・

Thefollowingtranscription－SymboIshavebeenusedinthisstudy：
Breakinconversation，withOutmeasurlngthelengthofthepause

OverlapplnglnSPeeCh
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indicate Underlinedwordsindicatesthesewordshavebeenstressed

／　　　　　　Theconversation（OrSentenCe）haschangedincontent；0ftenaspontaneOuSChange

l］　　　　Mycommentsonthecontentofthesentencesspoken

lndicatesthatthecontexthasbeenoutofinterestforthisresearchorthatithasbeen

impossibletohearorunderstandwhathavebeensaid．

ThetranSCrlPtlOnSlgnSareSimi1ar，withslightmodification，tOthoseusedbyvon
Br6mssenl3］．

Utteranceslike“mlm”oratired’ケes”or“no”have，inmostcases，nOtbeen

Omitted．Spokensentenceshavenotbeenaqjustedtomakethemmorereadable．

Whenaspeecherratumhasbeenmadethisisproperlyindicated．Tomakethe
textmoreauthentic，Whenseeninprint，eXClamationmarks，fullstops，COmma

SlgnS and question marks have been added according to the transcriber，s

decision・Theauthorisnotalinguistbuthaswo正edfor録鮎enyearsonboard

Shipswithmulticulturalcrews，andformorethantWentyyearshehasworkedat

theworld’sapexmaritimeuniversitywithamulticulturalstafflAtthesametime

hehasaddressed（facilitated）amulticulturalstudentbody．

4・2Excerpts

InthetbllowlngeXCerPtSPerSOnSaddressingstudentsinclassareallde甫nedas

lecturerSi・e・regardlessofwhethertheyhaveotheracademic／industrystatus・
Thetwoselectedconversationshavebeenchosenbecausethefirstshowshow

answerscanbemoreorlessreliableandthesecondconversationcontradictsthe

firstontheissuewhocanIspeaktowithoutshowingextremerespectt

4．2．1Thetもmalecivilservant

InthefollowlngthreeexcerptsthestudentcomesfromSEAsia．Sheisabout30

years old，a Buddhistwith no seagolng eXPerience．Inthe textIEisthe
intervieweeandlRistheinterviewer．

Excerptl・ThetoplCisonhowthestudentseeksclari鮎ationonanissue■talked

aboutduringclassandifshe伝ndsitdisturbingwhenstudentsaskingquestions

OrSeekclariBcationsbyinterruPtingthelecturer．
1IR：　Yougototheproftssor？

2　1E：　Nnnnn，yeSifwecannotcan舟ndanswer．．．．．【afterhavingtriedmanyothersources］

3　　　　wegototheproftssor．（TR：Youwillnothesitateto）（〟）yesyes．

4　rR：　Doyouhesitatetointerruptaproftssorduringhislecture？

5　IE：Nnnnnnnlthitlkquiteeh／becauseforme／（．）ldon’tknowisis．FormeIjusttrytoget

6　　　　moreinfbrmationmst丘omthelecture・Iwillnothavethe（，）somethingintheanymore

7　　　（laughing）becausesometimeTmaybe／becauseoftheEngljshehEngHshehisd櫛cult
8　　　　fbrme・Sometimes，lamnotsurethat（．）theinformationthatIgotatthattimeiscorrect
9　　　　thathegivemeornot．MaybeImisunderstandsomethingso‖laVetOknowandlwi11

10　　　　checkwithmyfriendthathetalklikethis（laughing）likethisornot
ll lR：　YouwillnotstophimandsayIdidn’tunderstandthis（／／）（lE：Noo）．Whyisitlikethis？

12IEニ　BecauseiflstophimIwi11stophimallthetime．（laughingheavily）．Tthink．．．．

13　　　becauseevenwhenwhenanother（．）Stophimtoomanytimessometirneswetalkjust

・三　二∴、二二二、二言一子二∴二十
171R：　SomestudentsinterftrebyaskingquestlOnSdoesthisdisturbyouor？（／0

18IE：　OfcoursちtOOmuChL）yaaaa
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Thelecturerisapparentlythelastsourcetoseekclari坑cationonsomethingshe

hasnotunderstoodduringclass．Onthequestion，line（3），’ケOuWillnothesitate

to”shefirmlyinterruPtSWithayesyes．Thatyesisapparentlyverystrong；She

hastointerruPttOtellshereallycannotgotothelecturerforclarifications・On

thereplicationofthesamequestion，1ine（4），IEhesitateswithNnnnnnandadds

IthinkandtwicechangeSthe serrtence andaddsIゐn’tknow andmakes a

specialre免rencetoselも1ine（5）．Thiswouldindicatethatthe丘rstGrmyesisnot

asmTnaSitfirstsounded．The血styesalsocontradictsherbehaviourduringthis

50minconversationwheresheinterruptSIR24timesi・e・aninterruPtionabout

everysecondminute・Normally，WeStemmenhavetheoplnlOnthatladiesfrom

Asiaaretimidandshy．Thisisperhapsnotasprevalentasthoughtandneither
thetruth．Beckerl4］statesthataresearChershallnotbetoogullible“・・・because

peoplewilltellyouthingsthataren，ttruefromtimetotime刀・IEperhapsdidnot

lieonpurposebutherbehaviourisnotsupportingherstatement・Suchbehaviour

doesnotgowithafuturemanager・Itisnotgoodforamanager，sreputationtobe
unclearwhenstaffneedadviceetc．

IEwishesalecturetobeaone－WayCOmmunication，alecturer’smonologue・

Shetriesto“getmoreifdbrmationjirstPomthelecture”，line（6）・Becauseofher

avowalofherownskillinEnglish，COnSideredtobeweak，Sheatthesametime

isworriedifshehasunderstoodeverythingcorrectly・Togettheinformation
verinedshewillaskafrienda鮎rthelecture；nOtthelecturer，Again，forthe

thirdtime，thehesitationtoseethelecturerisveri鮎d，1ine（11），WithNoo・

OrlIR，squestionwhyIEcannotstopthelecturerTEanSWerSwithajokeand
heavylaughing．Pe血apssheisawareandwishesIRtokeepthestereotypinghe
hasofanAsianlady・Duringthisconversation，perhaps，Sherealisesthatshe
showsherrealselftoomuch．

InthisexcerptonecanfindaclearborderwhereIEchangeSheridentityfrom

I to we．Betweenlinesfive and twelve there are thirteenI’s and thereaRer

betweenlinesthirteenandsixteenshehaschangedheridentitytowe；threewe’S・

InthebeginnlngShehasputherselfasapurestudentexpressingherselfwithL
BeforetumlngtOtheroleofajudgewheresheexpressesheroplnlOnSWithwe，
shetumsintotheroleofaclown．Sheraiseshervoiceandisfunnybysayingql

stqphimIwillstQPhim allthe time，line（12）・Withthis saying shealso
underestimatesherselfbecauseherEnglishis fairly good．As ajudge sheis

sayingwewillloose，1ine（15），．．，，WeWillstQP，line（14），・・・andwetalk，line
（13）．Byusing丘rstperSOnPluralshesafbguardsheropinionevenifIRstartsthe

questionwithYouwill．…，1ine（11）・HeropinionsareexpressedwithmLDJbethe

questionisnotrelevantandsometimesnotsogood・Thechoiceofthewords

mqybe andsometimes puther oplnlOninshade；the dooris openfor any

interpretationofhowseriousthestatementsreallyare・Itlookslikeshedoesnot

daretohaveanrmstandpointonthisissue・Pehapsshe，inthiscontext，isan
“animator”，Potterll，P，143］，SettOforward，“Whosaysthewords”，anOPinion

shegot仕omanearliercontextexpressedbyothersoranotherperson，Asians

presumably・Onecannottellifshedistancesherself丘omthisapparentlygeneral

opinion．Whatshesayshasanimplicationonheraccountability・“Youarenot
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geりerallyaccountableforfactualclaimsthatareIPerelyreported”，（ibid・）・Thisis
an1mpOrtantStatementtOrememberwhenanalyslngteXt．

1nfact，itisasmallfractionofwhatweknowandthatwehaveconveyed

OPini？nSOnandthatwecategorize（asallhumansdo）tobuildonourown

experlen誓S・Losekel2］alsoconcludesthatthecategorizationswemakearebuilt
OntyPeSl・e・Wejudge仕omafbwofacategoryandallowthistobegeneralfor

thewholee・g・WOfkcategory／type・Sti11，manyPeOpleare払miliaronlywith

WOrkforcesfrom ashore，meanlng that sailors arenoISy and drunken and a

disturbanCein society．Thisimage or categorizationthattheypossibly have

Obtained録omoldfilmS／literatureoroldhearSayhasbecomethisperson’svision

Ofsailors・“…thebestwecandoishave（Sic．）animageofthetypical”，Loseke

l2，P・17］・Apersonshouldnotbeblamedforhiscategorizations．Categorizingis

toseesimilaritiesamongthings．Itiscommonlyhuman．

Losekel2，pP・31－45］hasfurtherelaboratedthisidea，muChofwhichwesay

andthinkoriginatesfromsomeoneelse，inhisidentincationofclaimsmake7T．

HedistinguishesbetweenfivedifrbrentsocialpressuregrouplngS／activitiesthat

makeusattentivetospec摘cphenomenaintheworld．ltshouldbenotedthatthe

truthofastatementoropinioncoulddq）endonthetypeofactivitiesthatissetto

formulateaspecificclalm・Thefiveclaimmakersoractivitiesare：1）Cultural

jbelinggroIPS（sharedvaluesandbeliefi），2）PQPularwねdbm，3）SbcialactivLyts

海roupsoflikeminded），4）Stientists（evidencesabovepoliticsandindividual

ambition）and5）Massmedia（packagingclaimsbyothers）．
Thisstudentmightbe“packagingclaims”thatothershavetoldher．Alas，do

Wereallyreceiveatrueopinion斤omtheinterviewee？Perhapsnot・Ifheranswer

WeretObenoted，uSingaquantitativestrategy，theaccountabilitydilemmawould
notbediscovered．

Excerpt2・ThetopicisonwhereintheclassroomthestudentpositionsherseIt

l IR：　Where doyou sitforinstanceinCP Hall：front，back or（IE：irLthe back）
（laughing）．

2　　　　　　Whyyousitintheback？

3　　JE：　Nnnnnnnnldoll’tknow・Maybemybehaviour（．）butinmyUniversitylin

COuntryX］I

4　　　　　1iketositinthe丘ontat丘ontclosetopro危ssor皇由itdependon（laughing）／I
donつt

5　　　　　　know，Becausetheseminarisnottooserioussir，Ⅰthink．

6　　IR：　Soyoutbelmorerelaxedtosit（JE：yeS）inthebackthen（lE：yeS）．Butifitisina
7　　　　　　　　classroom？

8　　1E：　Ya，ifwetrytogeteverything，（・）goodltosit］in舟ont（laughing）．

AfirmanSWertellsthatsheprefersto sitattheback・TheanSWerisglVen

interruPtinglR・Alaughisaddedtotheanswerperhapsindicatlngthatthisisnot

hernormalchoice・Onthe questionwhy sheprefers to sit attheback she

hesitatesandstartsbysayingIdbn’tknow，1ine（3）．lEclaimsherbdlaViouris

Cultural1y coined，butitwouldnotbe correctbecausethen she shouldhave

Chosenafrontposition・Andthisshedoesinaddingthatthisisthecaseinher
homeuniversity・Inline（5）shesuggeststhatthereasoncouldbethatseminarsat
WMUarenotserious．Thiscould，Ofcourse，beseenasaseverecriticismofthe
SeminarsatWMUbutasBecker［4，P．108］writes“Leavingcasesoutbecause

theyseemtastelessorpoliticallydiscomfortinglSequa11yguaranteedtobea

mistake乃・Justthemerefactthatshementionsthisasareasonfornotsittingat
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the丘ontisworthobserv1ng，eSpeCiallyastheexplanationhasnotagoodbearing
inthiscontext．WhenTRhasseenIEintheauditoriumShehasbeenatthe斤ont．

Aguesswouldbethatthereasonfbrhertakingthebackseatismerelybecause

then she can ask her丘iend directly，withoutbeinglmPOlite，disturbing the

lecturer，Whenthereissomethingsaidthatshecouldn’tunderstand．AIso，Whena

lecturer’S’Englishisdifnculttounderstandarearseatischosen・Shesometimes

excusesherfrankanSWerwithalallgh；Idbn’tknow，1ine（5）andIthihk，line（5）．

Thereis no attendanCe COntrOlatanylectures or seminarS．Seminars are

uniformlyassessedaslecturesinClassrooms；heranswerisptuzling・IEisabout

togivea“better”explanationbystartingwith麺it勾フend（sic・）on，line（4），

NowrEisabouttochangehermind．Normally，Shewouldsaythatshelikesto
sit atthefrOnt becausethen she has more direct contactwiththe teacher and

questionsfromotherstudentswillbelessdisturbingtoherleammg．Tobeshy

WOuldbelesssignincantbecauseco11eaguesareignored，aSifnotpresent・

InthebegirmlngOfthisextractrEtakestheroleofapresenterofherselfand
heropinions；〝ぴbehaviour，fTV）thdve和iOJandIlikeetc・

Inline（7）Shechangesherroleandbecomesaspokespersonofthestudents

倉omhercountry（perhapsyetallAsianstuderrts）andthefbotingbecomeswe・

Stillsheissafeguardingherstatementwithifline（8）・

Excerpt3・Thetopicis onhowthe student nndsthe assessmentofherself

COnSideringthatsheisnotactiveduringclass・
l TR：　Doyouthinl（thattheassessmentofyoualsoisnegativebec乱ISeyOudon’tsayvery

2　　　　　　　muchincla∬？

3　rE：　Yes（Iaughing）yaa（，）But，IthinkonlyonlythesameperSOnthatalwaystaIkinthe
4　　　　　classyoucansee．Idon’tknow，justafbw，afbwstudentsthatalwaystalk・塾吐茸

坦喧
5　　　　　talklwi11nottakfbreverl？］．alltheclassalso，itwi11belikethat．Tdon’tknowit

6　　　　　de匹ndon仙6（．）
7　IR：　Youknow，iftheydidn’tsayanything（の（陀：Nnnwewillnotsay）itwouldbe

b血g
8　　　　　also0
9　IE：　塑立notformebecauseformeitisOKbecauseifIdon’ttmderstandsomethingI

will

lO asklater…‥maybemyquestionistoostupidforanotherlstudent］（1aughing）I

don’t

ll krLOW．（IR：Noquestonisstupid）．No，becausetheyalreadyknowall【everything］

12　　　　（1aughng）．

IEstartswitha伽m　セsasananSWertOthequestion．Inthesameline（3）she

comesw止haButandwiththisworditcanbeunderstoodthatthemmansweris

pedlaPSnOtaS伽masitsounded・Inaddition，rEaddsIthinksignallingtoIRthe
answerislinked to some uncertainties．Inline（4）she expresses another
indicationonadoubtonthe航nnYas；Idbn’tknow．

Therestoftheanswerisverynon－00hesiveanddoesnotmakemuchsense・

WithwordsexpressingunCertaintyIEdoesnotclearlytellIRthathersilencein

Classisbelievedtohaveanimpactontheassessmentofher．Thelaughingafter
the肋alsoindicatesthatthereisuncertaintyinthestatementButlEis重rmthat

anydisturbanceduringlecturesisaproblemfbrher，eVenifthelectu陀becomes

boringaccordingtoIR．TheinterruPtionoflR，line（7），indicatesthatsheisvery

sureonthenegativee舵ctofanyinterruptionofthe）ecturer・Theraisedtoneof

voice，line4－5，hasthesameeffbct：it塾badforme．
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OnIR’srema止NoquedonかstlPid，line（11），IEanswersNo，Whichwould

indicatethatsheencountersstupidquestionsduringlectures．Thisdisturbsherin

herleamingbecausesheonlywishestolistentothelecturer．AQbe〝ぴqueStion

istoostLPidline（10），isastatementmakingtheanswertotheoriginalquestions

SOmethingshedoesnotwishtoanswer．BeforeenteringtheWMU’岳English

StudySkillsProgrammelEhadanIELTSlevelof6・0andmadegoodprogress．

Shehadabouta75％average頁nalgradeinherM．Sc．i．e．sheknowsthatsheis

CaPableandthatherEnglishissufncient．

The manylaughsinthis excerpt couldindicate that this questionis not

ParticularlylmPOrtanttOher．IEdidalottoavoida“serious”answertothi占

question．

CanIE be categorized such as glVlng Sincere answers tothis topic？The

questionispe血apsmerelyasPotterl1，P．139］（mybrackets）elaboratesinsaying

”…howheOlereShe）shouldactifhe（hereshe）istobetreatedasamemberof

theappropriatecategory”．

InthisextractIEtakestheroleofaworriedstudent．Shekeepsexpresslng

herselfasIbutwhenthequestioncomesonwhatwouldbethesituationinthe

Classroom，ifnobodybuttheteacheristalking，thenshechangesherfootingto

We，inwewillnotsqy，1ine（7）．lEcouldwellhavecontinuedwithIbecauseshe

hasalreadymanytimessaidthatsheisnottheperSOntOinterruPtthelecturer

Withaquestionoraclarification．Thereasonforthechangecouldbe“…tO

CPnStitutetheitemassensitiveorcontroversial”，Potterll，P・144］・TEgivesa

Slgnalofneutrality．Generally“…thenon卜SPeCiGcpluralavoidsthesetroubling

difficultieswiththeaccount”，Potterll，P．162］．Thisisalsothereasonwhyshe

beforeastatementeithersaysIthinkorIdbn’tknow．

Inlines9－12，IEexpressesherselfontheoplnlOnthatalltheotherstudents

arepersonsthatah′eaみknowall・IEhastakentheroleofaspokespersononall

Studentsbeingmoreknowledgeablethanher．Againshehastakenthebackseat，

beingmodestconcemingherknowledge．

4．2．2　Themalesea蝕rer

lntheexcerpt，thestudentcomes舟omanEnglishspeakingcountry．Heisabout

30years old，a ChristianWith seagolng eXPerience．Ⅰn the textIEis the

intervieweeandIRistheinterviewer．

Excerpt4．Thetopicisontheissueiffe1lowstudentscaninterrupthimwhen

theydonotunderstandwhathesays．
l IR Canonesaythattheylthe氏llowstudents］don’thesitatetostopyouifthereis

2　　　　　　　somethingtheydon’tur）derstand？

3　1E Ya，yaIwouldsaythat’stme．

4IR Theywouldsay：Hey，L］whatisthis？

5　IE Right，jah．BecauseifsometimesIspeaktoofhstIwouldslowdown．

61R Andtheyopenlytellyouthjs？

7IE　　　　麺，ya（．）
These fbwlinesindicate that fbllow students do nothesitate tointerruPt a

COlleague．AnexamPle of afe1low student was▲discussedinExcerptl，

COn甫rmingthatshedoeshesitatetointerruptlecturers．Theobviousconclusion

mustbethatpowerdistanceandstudentsrespectfortheteacher，aSanauthority，

isafbature，mOStlikely，Predominantinshippingcircles；agOOdbehaviourin
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certaincontextsbutahindranCeinaninteractiveclassroomwhereonewishesto

argue and discuss specifiC phenomena・Therefore，individualstudents（read

predominantly臨maleAsian）willfbe11eftoutandtheirgradesmightsuffbr丘●Om

theirculturallyinheritedbehaviour・lnterestingly，thesestudentsstillhavegood
grades；theyaregoodatmemonzlng・AttheMScstudy－leveltheexam－queStions
shouldbeofsuchtypethattheyencourageindependentthinking，drawupon

formulating？OnClusionsand血dconsequences（rightorwrongisofminor
interest，aYgulngandcriticalthinki77gisvital）・

5　Comclusion

A m再Or gOalis to Bnd what happens to a person’sidentity，Values and

perceptlOnSinaspeci鮎context・Thelanguageusedandthebehaviourshowed
bythecivilservant，demonstratesweareuallalikeMwhenbeingapproachedona
levelplayingfield・Itshowsthatcultureactsasabarrierfbrself・defenceand

protectionagainsttheuhknown・Thetheatricalactingbecomeslessnecessary

Whenthetwo conversingknow．eachother；thestereotypedcategorization
becomeslessdeviant．Thediscuss10nSalsoshowthatwithlesspower－distance

（excessiverespect）theoutwardshowbecomesmorenatural・

FactconstruCtionsinthestatementsbytheintervieweeverymuchdependon

thefooting・㍑・・・theparaphemaliaoffootingisoRenamqorresourCeinbuilding

thctualversions”，Potterl1，P．148］．

InthehstthreeexcerptsthereisaremarkablerepetitionofI＝Ⅰthink，lwill

check，ldon，tknow（血rice），ldon’tunderstand，Iwi11ask，Iwi11nottalk，Ilike，I

justtry，Iamnotsureetc．thatwillunderscoresheisratherself・Centred・Hertalk

isprlnCipallyspeci丘Cforher・Howsheexpressesherselfdoesnothavetobe

typicalofherculture・Thisself・Centredapproachwouldpossiblymikehera
goodleaderamonglikesandgoodforsurvivalinamaledominatedindustrylike

shipping．Whenshebecomescon后dentinEnglish，Shemightbealeaderalso

amongnon－nationals・AnargumentagainstthisstatementcouldbethattoooRen，
Shedoesnotgivefhmanswers．Thisego－Centredbehaviourisperhapsalso
somethingth争tthrowsourstereotypingofAsianfemalesovefboard・

Anotherphenomenoninourtalkisthatweo氏enspeakinslnglewords，

phrasesand＆agmentsofsentences・ConversationaltalkappearstobestruCtured

inararelyconsciouslyclearmarner・Sometlmeswe丘nditnecessaryto㍑watch

ourlanguageHbyavoidingcertainphrases orwordst Because ofthis some

statementsperhapsaremoretruthfu1thanothers・Ironyandsarcasmisanother

way ofsaylngOnethingandmeanlnganOther，aSeXemplinedinexcerptl

Weseldommakedeliberatedecisionswhentalking・AndasTamモenl5］

concludes，’’．．・there，s an aesthetic pleasurein communicating cryptlCa11y”・

Thesephenomena，andalsothatpeoplesuddenlybecomesilent，aredifnculties

thatonestillQanOVerCOmeandanalyseinane放）rttO航ndthemeanlngand

reasonoftalk・Inexcerptsone，tWOandthreethestudentisexpressingherself

withdi飴rentconstruCtedidentities．Thechangesareboth舟equentandstriking・

Tablelsummarisesthisphenomenonandi11ustrateshowthecontextandthe

reasonfortheargumentslabelsthewaysheexpressesherselfl
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Tablel：　Thecivilservant’sidentitychanges．

Excerpt Identity Pronoun ReasoIl Topic

1 Student 1，me Thisisownoplnion

assuredwith“fbrme’’
Stopteacher

1
Clown Ⅰ ExpresslngOWnOplnion

beingselfLironiconown
behaviour

Stopteacher

1

Judge We Safbguardingown

Oplnionwhen幽
aboutanotherand
Othersoplnions

Stopteacher

2
Declarer Ⅰ，my StatelllentSSelfguarded Seatingselection

withmaybe，Idon’t
know，1think
intheauditorium

2 Spokesperson We Firmstatement！型 Seatingselection
垣垣旺盛0仙ers intheauditorium

3 Worried

Student

Ⅰ Safbguardedwitha

numberofbuts
Assessment

3 Students’We Statement些Other Class－rOOm
SpOkesperson Students situation

PeopleconstruCtthemselvesandcreateidentitiesasexpectationsorviews

Changeandinawayto丘tthecurrentsituation，Potterl1］．

Oneofthepowersofdescriptionsliesinwhattheyfailtodescribe（ibid．）；

WhathasbeenlgnOredorle魚out．NotinanyOfthethreeexcerptshasthisbeen
examinedasitisbothdifncultandcontentious，

Tounderstandisnotasingle－mindedoperation．Questionsassociatedwith

COnStruCtionisn1mightnotseemrealorveryimportant・Though，Losekel2，
P・167］summarlSeSthat“・・・COnStruCtioniststudiesnonethelesscangiveusvery

importantinformationabouttheworldarOundus”．Apparently，itcouldgive

moreinformationofthetruththanatickinaquestionnairebox．

Disclaimげ

TheviewsexpressedinthispaperarethepersonalviewsoftheauthOrandnot

necessarilythoseoftheemployeroftheauthor．
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